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  Figure 2.7    SPSS Output for the Central Tendency of the Variable Score

OVERVIEW OF THE ACTIVITY

In Activity 2.1, you will compute measures of central tendency (mean, median, and mode) by hand 
and using SPSS. You will practice determining which measure of central tendency is appropriate for 
different types of data. Finally, deviation scores will be introduced because (1) they will help you under-
stand the mean and (2) the mean and deviation scores will help you understand an important concept 
in the next chapter, the standard deviation.

Activity 2.1:  Central Tendency

Learning Objectives

After reading the chapter and completing this activity, you should be able to do the following:

•• Compute the mean, the median, and the mode for data presented in a frequency table
•• Identify whether the mean, the median, or the mode best represents the center of a given distribu­

tion of data
•• Recognize from a graph when data will produce a misleading mean, median, or mode
•• Explain how the mean perfectly balances positive and negative deviations scores

PART I: COMPUTING THE MEAN, THE MEDIAN, AND THE MODE

You asked 10 fellow statistics students how many courses they were taking this semester. The 10 people 
gave you the following answers: 5, 4, 4, 4, 3, 3, 3, 2, 2, and 1.


